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WG 8 addresses standards relating to the representation and interchange of environmental data. In co-operation with the SEDRIS Organization, the following eight International Standards have been published to date;

· SEDRIS DRM and API (18023 parts 1, 2 and 3)

· SEDRIS Language Binding (18024-4)

· Environmental Data Coding Specification (EDCS) (18025)

· EDCS Language Binding (18041-4)

· Spatial Reference Model (SRM) (18026)

· SRM Language Binding (18042-4).   
During the year 2006-07, work has started on a Technical Report for Templates for the SEDRIS DRM (TR 24788). This document is currently at the WD1 stage and has been published for review.
At the SC24 and WG8 meetings in Prague, June 2006, it was reported that a number of technical and editorial defects had been identified in the SRM (ISO/IEC 18026). In order to implement many defects quickly, while at the same time allowing a thorough revision of the remaining defects, it was decided to address the technical defects in a Technical Corrigendum and to implement improvements and a correction of editorial defects in an Amendment. Ballots for these two proposals plus a Preliminary Draft Amendment (PDAM) have now been completed. Both were approved, but the number of participating countries for the Amendment is still one less than the required number. It is hoped that this can be resolved during the Tokyo plenary meeting.
Registries have been established for the SRM and SEDRIS DRM. During the year, new submissions have been received only for the existing EDCS registry. For the September 2006 EDCS submission, comments on certain items were received from Japan and Australia which still need to be resolved. The other items that were submitted have been registered. An EDCS submission for September 2007 is currently being reviewed.
There have been no formal meetings of WG 8 since the Prague Plenary in June 2006. However, there was an editor’s meeting for the Templates TR in Seoul in March 2007 and there have been tele-conferences and correspondence relating to the SRM during the year. 
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